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Sample Lesson

Read the timeline.  Then complete the items that follow

Condensed Shel Silverstein Timeline 

1932	 	 is born on September 25th in Chicago, Illinois
1956		 works as a cartoonist
1960		 begins writing children’s literature
1963	 	 publishes Lafcadio, The Lion Who Shot Back
1964		 publishes A Giraffe and a Half
1964		 publishes The Giving Tree
1969 		 composes and writes song lyrics: “A Boy 

Named Sue,” sung by Johnny Cash and 
“The Unicorn,” sung by the Irish Rovers

1974	 	 publishes Where the Sidewalk Ends
1976	 	 publishes The Missing Piece
1981	 	 publishes The Big O (sequel to The Missing Piece)
1981	 	 publishes The Light in the Attic	
1996		 publishes Falling Up
1999		 dies May 10 from a heart attack in Key West, Florida

	 1.	 During how many decades did Shel Silverstein live?    3     7     10     60

	 2.	 Which came first?

A)	 Johnny Cash made Shel Silverstein’s song, “A Boy Named Sue” 
famous.

B)	 Shel Silverstein published Where the Sidewalk Ends.
C)	 The Light in the Attic was published.	

	 3.	 How old was Shel Silverstein when he  
wrote the book, The Missing Piece?  		  	 	
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	 4.	 Which graphic organizer is best for comparing and contrasting?

Venn diagram        timeline        inverted pyramid        pie graph

	 5.	 Select the word that best completes the analogy. 

                             different : unusual  ::  narrow :                     
abnormal            thin            odd            dense

Read the paragraph.

	 An architect is like an engineer, an artist, and a designer all in one.  
The architect creates a building design and then acts as an advisor during its 
construction.  One very famous architect is I. M. Pei, who has a unique style.  
Pei uses various materials, surfaces, and spaces to create his “masterpieces.”  
He is perhaps most known for utilizing glass in striking geometric shapes 
and colors, along with irregular silhouettes in an International Style of 
architecture.  Pei served as the Director of Architecture with Webb and 
Knapp, one of the largest real estate developers in the U.S., before forming 
his own architectural firm in the 1950s.  He has designed numerous buildings 
all over the world.  Some of Pei’s most famous works include the National 
Center of Atmospheric Research in Boulder, Colorado (1967), the East Wing 
of the National Gallery of Art in Washington, D.C. (1978), the Louvre Pyramid 
in Paris (1989), the Bank of China Tower in Hong Kong (1990), and the Rock 
and Roll Hall of Fame in Cleveland, Ohio (1998). 

	 6.	 Underline a sentence in the paragraph that tells the main idea.

	 7.	 Which detail sentence belongs in the paragraph?
A)  Most architects have a college degree.
B)  I. M. Pei was born in Guangzhou, China on April 26, 1917.
C)  The Leaning Tower of Pisa is a structure in Italy. 
D)  Washington, D.C., is the capital of the United States.

	 8.	 Which is the best resource for finding out more information about the 
buildings designed by I.M. Pei?
almanac       dictionary       thesaurus       atlas       the Internet




